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Tree risk management; an alternative perspective

(AA webinar by Jeremy Barrell on 13/11/24)
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Tree risk management; an alternative perspective

1: Contact details

Barrell Tree Consultancy website (https://www.barrelltreecare.co.uk/)

Twitter (https://x.com/JeremyDBarrell)

LinkedIn (https://www.linkedin.com/in/jeremy-barrell-48b4ab19/recent-activity/all/)

2: List of references

1. Location of this list (https://www.barrelltreecare.co.uk/resources/useful-documents/)

2. Poll -v- Bartholomew (2006) (https://www.barrelltreecare.co.uk/assets/Uploads/D14-Poll-v-
Bartholomew.pdf)

3. Common sense risk management of trees (2011 & 2024)
(https://ntsgroup.org.uk/publications/)

4. Cavanagh -v- Witley Parish Council & Shepherd (2017)
(https://www.barrelltreecare.co.uk/assets/Uploads/Cavanagh-judgment-no-markup.pdf)

5. Briefing Note on Witley Parish Council -v- Cavanagh (2019)
(https://www.barrelltreecare.co.uk/assets/Uploads/BTC136-Cavanagh-Briefing-Note-260119-
Updated-031019.pdf)

6. Hoyle -v- HCC, Holmes, & Power (2022) (https://www.bailii.org/cgi-
bin/format.cgi?doc=/ew/cases/EWHC/QB/2022/934.html&query=Neutral+Citation+Number:+.
2022.+EWHC+934+(QB))

7. Parker -v- the National Trust (2021) (https://www.barrelltreecare.co.uk/assets/Uploads/Parker-
v-NT-2021.pdf)

8. Orritt -v- Moser & Moser (2021) (https://www.barrelltreecare.co.uk/assets/Uploads/Orritt-
Judgment.pdf)

9. Colar -v- Highways England (2019) (https://www.barrelltreecare.co.uk/assets/Uploads/Colar-v-
Highways-England-Judgment.pdf)

10. Witley Parish Council -v- Cavanagh Court of Appeal [2018] EWCA Civ 2232
(https://www.barrelltreecare.co.uk/assets/Uploads/Cavanagh-Appeal-2018.pdf)

11. Middleton -v- Surrey County Council (2015)
(https://www.barrelltreecare.co.uk/assets/Uploads/D04-Middleton-v-Surrey-County-

Council.pdf

12. Stagecoach South Western Trains Ltd -v- Hind & Steel (2014)
(https://www.barrelltreecare.co.uk/assets/Uploads/D06-Stagecoach-SW-Trains-v-Hind-
Steel.pdf)

13. Battley -v- Wycombe District Council (2013)
(https://www.barrelltreecare.co.uk/assets/Uploads/D07-Battley-v-Wycombe-District-
Council.pdf)

14. Bowen & Others -v- The National Trust (2011)
(https://www.barrelltreecare.co.uk/assets/Uploads/D08-Bowen-Others-v-National-Trust.pdf)
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15. Micklewright -v- Surrey County Council (2010)
(https://www.barrelltreecare.co.uk/assets/Uploads/D09-Micklewright-v-Surrey-County-

Council.pdf)

16. Micklewright -v- Surrey County Council Court of Appeal (2011)
(https://www.barrelltreecare.co.uk/assets/Uploads/D10-Micklewright-Court-of-Appeal.pdf)

17. Selwyn-Smith -v- Gompels (2009) (https://www.barrelltreecare.co.uk/assets/Uploads/D11-
Selwyn-Smith-v-Gompels.pdf)

18. Atkins -v- Scott (2008) (https://www.barrelltreecare.co.uk/assets/Uploads/D12-Atkins-v-
Scott.pdf)

19. Corker -v- Wilson (2006) (https://www.barrelltreecare.co.uk/assets/Uploads/D13-Corker-v-
Wilson.pdf)

20. Maclellan -v- Forestry Commission (2004)
(https://www.barrelltreecare.co.uk/assets/Uploads/D15-Maclellan-v-Forestry-
Commission.pdf)

21. BBC News report on the HSE prosecution of Birmingham City Council (2002)
(http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/england/2129673.stmi:~:text=Birmingham%20City%20Council%2
Ohas%20been,1999%20amid%20gale%20force%20winds).

22. BBC News report on the HSE prosecution of Manor House Wildlife Park (2012)
(https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-wales-south-west-wales-20451105).

23. BBC News report on the HSE prosecution of Wirral Metropolitan Borough Council (2020) Wirral
Council fined over baby death tree branch (https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-
merseyside-53473933)

24. BBC News report HSE (2021) Council prosecuted after member of the public killed by falling tree
(https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-tyne-64222170)

25. Echo report HSE (2023) Bupa Care Homes fined £400k after falling tree crushes child
(https://www.dailyecho.co.uk/news/23281361.bupa-care-homes-fined-400k-girl-crushed-tree-

southampton/)

26. HSE (2023) Council fined £280,000 after death of six-year-old girl hit by falling tree
(https://press.hse.gov.uk/2023/01/10/council-fined-280000-after-death-of-six-year-old-girl-hit-
by-falling-tree/)

27. Prevention of Future Deaths Report arising from the Inquest of Michael Arthur Warren (2014)
(https://www.barrelltreecare.co.uk/assets/Uploads/D05-Inquest-verdict-and-PFD-Report-
Warren-2014.pdf)

28. Prevention of Future Deaths Report arising from the Inquest of Elaine Edith Davison (2017)
(https://www.judiciary.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/Elaine-Davison-2017-0444.pdf)

29. Prevention of Future Deaths Report arising from the Inquest of Lucia Jayne Stear (2019)
(https://www.barrelltreecare.co.uk/assets/Uploads/Reg-28-Report-after-STEAR-L-J-11112016-
2-003-Posted-on-website-3pages.pdf)

30. Highway tree inspections; what is the standard of the duty of care? (2018)
(https://www.barrelltreecare.co.uk/assets/Uploads/BTC131-AANews-Highway-risk-Full-version-

LR.pdf)
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37.

38.

39.

40.

Tree risk management for duty holders (2018)
(https://www.barrelltreecare.co.uk/assets/Uploads/BTC134-TIN1-151118.pdf)

Arboricultural Journal (2012) Balancing tree benefits against tree security; the duty holder’s
dilemma (https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/03071375.2012.691674)

Duty of care insights from recent English civil court judgments and inquests relating to tree
failures. Paper presented at the 2015 Green Urban Scape Asia Congress Singapore (2015)
(https://www.barrelltreecare.co.uk/assets/Uploads/BTC106-Singapore-Complete-311015.pdf)

Barrell Tree Consultancy (2013) Tree inspections: a simpler alternative to the present
complication and confusion (2013) (https://www.barrelltreecare.co.uk/assets/Uploads/BTC86-
AANews-Complete-191013.pdf

Arboricultural Journal (2021) The implications of recent English legal judgments, inquest
verdicts, and ash dieback disease for the defensibility of tree risk management regimes
(https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/03071375.2020.1854996?src=most-read-all-
time)

HSE SIM 01/2007/05 Management of the risk from falling trees or branches (2013)
(https://www.hse.gov.uk/foi/internalops/sims/ag food/010705.htm)

Tree Risk Management: An Alternative Perspective ASCA (2020)
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5 fCBYKOgAU)

Seeing beyond the topping blind spot (2021) promotional introduction
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rliBxsuv9qg)

Seeing beyond the topping blind spot (2021) AA Webinar
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7YV6FB7i0lc&t=378s)

Arborists’ Question Time (2020) (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5QQ7cho4R M&t=5575s)
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